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Ex
ept in spe
ial 
ir
umstan
es, it is usually quite di�
ult to determine 
onditions that 
hara
terize whi
h ope-rators 
ommute with a given operator. Su
h spe
ial 
ir
umstan
es in
lude use of the spe
tral theorem for self-adjointor normal operators and 
ases in whi
h the operator in question has a ri
h point spe
trum. The results in this lattersituation 
ome from the appli
ation of the fairly trivial observation that if A and B 
ommute, the eigenspa
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